Great Gaga quotes – KingAlanI introduction
Things that Lady Gaga has said in interviews, in on-stage chatter, et cetera. One of the DEEPest stars I’ve ever heard of. Wow. Read that stuff, it’s just freaking amazing. I think this attitude is making it clear why I’ve been so captivated lately, at least one major reason why. These quotes also seem to illustrate the full-on Artist we’re dealing with here. She’s funny too, but those quotes I didn’t include. No wonder they speak to me, and I can probably discuss why (some of) the quotes speak to me in particular. I’m thinking that a lot of these thoughts would be groovy coming from anybody, but that they come from a ‘pop star’ relates to general thoughts about this phenomenon: to what extent is she really something new & amazing, and to what extent is my assessment based on lowered expectations of the field?
Interesting how one of the downers was reading these same words as puffery, ego, pandering and other such things. Also, another downer, this one from Facebook-land, interpreted the same genre-twisting I had heard as merely amalgamating, erasing distinctions. That interpretation seems too cynical, even for me. :)

It may not be a perfect image, but it’s still beautiful.
As with messages directly in a song, maybe it’s something I didn’t need the song to figure out, but does such a message artistically express the concept, remind me of it, and further reinforce it? Does it still resonate with me? Yes.
Even if the general messages are sometimes things that have been said before, it’s good to hear them from her instead of banalities, and to refer to one of the quotes, “pop is the sugar, and [she is] the medicine”. Also, in that regard remember that there’s “nothing new under the sun” (as quoted from a book written 2200 years ago :) ).
The non-lyrics quotes (in no particular order)
 “I want you to free yourself and I want you to be proud of who you are and I want you to celebrate all the things you don't like about yourself the way that I did. And be so truly happy from inside... and I say that so genuinely to you because I perform every night and I look into your beautiful eyes and I love you so much. Because I know how you feel. And I never gave up on my dream and always be good to your parents, too. you know, keep solid relationships with your parents because I have a wonderful mother and father and they always believed in me and I worked so hard. And never give up on yourself.”
"And I don't want you to come here tonight and go home and tell everybody 'Oh, I love Lady Gaga so much', I want you to go home and look in the mirror and I want you to say 'I love myself'."
"Fame is when everyone knows who you are and they want your autograph, but THE fame is when no one knows who you are, but everybody wants to know."
"That’s kind of what the Monster Ball [the tour] is all about — for those who feel like a freak inside, come to my show. I know just how you feel because I used to feel it even more, and I want them to come dressed up and wearing whatever they really want to wear, and coming with their boyfriends and girlfriends and making out and hugging and screaming and crying and it’s like this exorcism. It’s almost like replacement for all the things I did wrong — I just want to give to my fans the music that will be the escape for them.”
"Pop is the sugar, and I'm the medicine."
"Don't forget to follow your dreams and always be yourself and you know what you can tell them when they tell you that you're not right? You tell them Lady Gaga says to fuck off."
"All that ever holds someone back, I think, is fear. For a minute I had fear. I went into the [dressing] room and shot my fear in the face."
“What has been lost in pop music these days is the combination of the visual and the imagery of the artist, along with the music - and both are just as important... When I'm writing music, I'm thinking about the clothes I want to wear onstage. It's all about everything altogether - performance art, pop performance art, fashion. For me, it's everything coming together and being a real story that will bring back the super-fan. I want to bring that back. I want the imagery to be so strong that fans will want to eat and taste and lick every part of us.”
"...reading tabloids like they were textbooks. I'd buy every scandal book, every paper, every magazine I could get my hands on and I'd tear sheets out and imagery. That is the most Warholian thing about what I do it’s that I embrace pop culture. The very thing that everybody says is poisonous, and ostentatious, and shallow, it’s my uh, it’s my chemistry book, and I look through everything and I make what I believe to be art out of it."
“Some artists want your money so they can buy Range Rovers and diamond bracelets, but I don’t care about that kind of stuff. I want your soul.”
"Thank you for making the girl who felt like a freak feel like she belongs" - Gaga on going 8x platinum
"I'm changing the world, one sequin at a time." | “Sequins are much more fun than bombs.”
"I don't do this for the sake of being kooky, or eccentric. I do this because it's what I find beautiful."
"Art is a lie; I fight every day to make it real"
"I want your deepest, darkest and sickest parts of you that you are afraid to share with anyone." – Lady Gaga on ‘Bad Romance’
“I'm really free-spirited about love and sexuality, which I think is apparent in my music and even the visuals, which are all very androgynous. But the minute you say something about who you are, people think you're just playing the 'edgy card' and that's not what I want people to think of me as. I want them to think fashion, pop culture, avant-garde, fearless - the girl who brought the straight boys into the gay club.”
“But I’m always thinking of things and hatching crazy ideas, so I’m sure I’ll come up with something that pushes the envelope again. You can count on it.”
“Sending all my little monsters little pizzas for waiting all night for me at best buy. I hope you're hungry...eat up I love u!”
“to all my beautiful fans, i love you more than anything. thanku 4 making the fame monster #1 on itunes. you are the only reward i need xgaga”
“Kings write the history of their people. It is a prolific nature that both proceeds and procures what will later be perceived as the kingdom. So, the real truth about Lady Gaga fans—my little monsters—lies in this sentiment: They are the kings, they are the queens. They write the history of the kingdom. And I am simply of a devoted jester. It is in the theory of perception that we have established our bond, or a lie, I should say for which we kill. We are nothing without our image, without our rejection, without the spiritual hologram of who we perceive ourselves to be, or rather to become in the future. When you’re lonely, I’ll be lonely too. And this is…The Fame. Love and art. 12/18/1974…Lady Gaga.”
"Only value the opinion of those that you respect. And anyone you don't respect, pay no mind to their opinion about you or anyone else."
“I don’t consider my own clothing to be outrageous... The truth is that people just don’t have the same references that I do. To me it’s very beautiful and it’s art, and to them it’s outrageous and crazy.”
“I think that fashion and music go hand-in-hand, and they always should. It's the artist's job to create imagery that matches the music—something powerful that will really grab the audience and create a memorable impression. I think they're very intertwined...”
“My real fans understand what it is I do. But on another level I have fans who just love my music and don’t know I write it and enjoy it shallowly - and that’s OK too. I think art and music should be just as powerful if you drink it shallow as if you drink it deep.”
“I’d rather people love me or hate me than have no opinion of me. Indifference is scary.”
“My album covers are not sexual at all, which was an issue at my record label... They didn’t think the photos were commercial enough... The last thing a young woman needs is another picture of a sexy pop star writhing in the sand, covered in grease, touching herself.”
"I don't care what people think about me, I care what they think about themselves."
“Creativity for me is religious.”
“I believe in living a glamorous life and I believe in a glamorous lifestyle... What that means is not money or fame or prestige. It’s a sense of vanity and glamour and subculture that is rooted in a sense of self.”
On the faked assassination during the VMA performance of Paparazzi: "I feel that if I can show my demise artistically to the public, I can somehow cure my own legend. I can show you so you're not looking for it. I'm dying for you on domestic television—here's what it looks like, so no one has to wonder."
"You see, if I was a guy and I was sitting here with a cigarette in my hand, grabbing my crouch and talking about how I make music because I like fast cars and fucking girls, you'd call me a rock star. But when I do it in my music and my videos, because I'm a female, because I make pop music, you're judgmental, and you say that it's distracting. I'm just a rock star."
"And I want you to know that no matter who you are, where you come from, or how much money you've got in your pocket, you don't need any of that shit to have the fame."
“The truth is that I’m dead until I’m here on stage with you.”
“In the deepest hour of the night, I confess to myself three things: I would die if I was forbidden to write, forbidden to love, or forbidden to fashion.”
"I am 100% focused on being as innovative and original and SOULFUL... I cannot stress this word enough because people believe that electronic music is soulless. And it's not! And you know why it's not? Because the soul that I feel from my fucking beautiful fans at my show...CANNOT be a lie! It can't! I've never in my life seen the intensity in their faces. I mean, they blood-suck and kill... to be together. I mean, there's glitter and there's sweat and they're dancing and there's hairbows. And they believe in it so much! And it's real! In those moments... IT'S REAL. They bring my music to life!"
"Peace. it does not mean to be in a place where there is no trouble, noise, or hard work. it means to be in the midst of those things and still be calm in your heart."
“Do you like my show? Because if you don’t, you can fuckin’ leave!”
"I'm very weird. It's ok. I love myself. I think that what I do is important. "Why is she holding that stick up to her eye and just leaving it..." I mean, I have reason for all of these things. But I don't need to explain myself. I'm an artist." - from Yahoo! New Now Exclusive Interview
"I had kind of lost faith a little bit in meeting artists in the business - and then I met Beyonce."
"When you do something great, and somebody says 'I like that', you should look at them and say: 'thank you I worked very hard on this and it's really great', because it's the only way to get that sharable sense of value in your life, and that fame… has nothing to do with cameras and being a celebrity. I couldn't give a damn about celebrities, but truthfully if you don't honor your own work, you're nothing. So honor your own work and anything that you do."

"Have you ever loved something so much you told a tiny little lie. A negative truth. And you believed and you loved your new inventions so deeply, you would kill to make it true. Your visualization, your futurisation, your self-masturbation. It's all you have, so honor it. Some say Lady Gaga is a lie. And they are right, I am a lie and everyday I kill to make it true."
I just keep changing and growing and… I think that at the end of the day, when people think that they know what Lady Gaga is… I want to remind them that they don't.
Live in London - Special Interview
"The truth is, there's one thing in the world that I really really hate. Money. But there's only one more thing that I hate more than money, and that’s the truth. I don't like the truth, I like a giant dose of bullshit any day."
“I was told for a very long time that I was not pretty enough, too strange, not edgy enough. But I’ve always been famous; it is just that nobody knew. … There are times when it can be a lot to deal with, but always when I get up in the morning I try to find that very joyful place that reminds me that I would die if someone took it all away. If someone did that I wouldn’t be a person any more.”

"Some women choose to follow men, and some women choose to follow their dreams. If you are wondering which way to go, remember that your career will never wake up and tell you that it doesn't love you anymore" – Cosmo interview
"I'd never give it all up, not for nothing. I know that alcohol will kill you. But, I'd rather not die alone. I'd rather die drinking with all my friends." – during Speechless at Auckland Monster Ball
“Trust is like a mirror; you can fix it if it’s broken. But you can still see the crack in that mother fuckers reflection.” – Telephone video
“It’s always wrong to hate; it’s never wrong to love.”
‘Pop Musique’ track
“I’m an underground artist, [but] I don’t make underground records. I’m an underground artist that makes pop records.”
“For me, it’s about bringing together the future and the fabulous”
“I write about write I know – and I really know a lot about art and pop culture”
“Music has no religion, no politics, no economy – music is fucking free” – 2009.12.03, Camden Monster Ball, at end of Make Her Say
"I want my fans to know I’m there for them. I want them to see every part of me. I am never going to leave them"
"Everybody loves sex. I would love to be introduced to one person on the planet that does not love sex"
"I want to have an exhibition at The Louvre with all my fashions and technology"
"For some people, fame kills their passion and becomes more powerful than the music or the performance"
"I love the fact my fans have picked up on something I really only did as bit of fun and a comment on consumerism" (with regards to the Coke-can curlers)
"I'd rather die on stage than walk off because I was going to pass out"
"The rumors I am a dab hand in the kitchen are completely true, I come from an Italian family, what more can I say?"
"I live right here in the moment, I live on stage. I don't own a house, I don't spend money on those things"
"I would rather die than have my fans not see me in a pair of high heels."
"That’s why for me this video is groundbreaking because it has one foot in the art community and one foot in the commercial world"
"pop is about playing it anywhere in the world and everyone will get up and dance"
"These lyrics are a way for me to talk about how I believe women and some men feel innately insecure about themselves all"
"Being a woman in the pop world, sexuality is half poison and half liberation"
“I can tell you who Lady Gaga is, but even after I show you, you're still not gonna really know.”
“If i can carve out my own space by genuinely and one-hundred percently being myself, then no one can take it from me.”
“If you’re on an island, stranded, and all you have is sticks and leaves and pineapples, you’re gonna make a boat out of sticks and leaves and pineapples. I view glamor and celebrity life and these plastic assumptions as the pineapples. And I spend my career harvesting pineapples, and making pies and outfits and lipsticks that will free my fans from their stranded islands.”
“I want women — and men — to feel empowered by a deeper and more psychotic part of themselves - the part they’re always trying desperately to hide. I want that to become something that they cherish.”
“Celebrity life and media culture are probably the most overbearing pop-cultural conditions that we as young people have to deal with, because it forces us to judge ourselves. Me embodying the position that I’m analyzing is the very thing that makes it so powerful.”
"Pop music will never be lowbrow"
“[Paparazzi] is about wanting a guy to love you and the struggle of whether you can have success or love or both”
“ Some of you may not know where to fit in in the world, but know that you always have a place with me.”
“When you make music or write or create, it's really your job to have mind-blowing, irresponsible, condomless sex with whatever idea it is you're writing about at the time.”
http://nymag.com/arts/popmusic/features/65127/
“I don’t like Los Angeles,” she told me. “The people are awful and terribly shallow, and everybody wants to be famous but nobody wants to play the game. I’m from New York. I will kill to get what I need.”
“If you know me, and you call me Stefani, you don’t really know me at all.”
“A year from now, I could go away, and people might say, ‘Gosh, what ever happened to that girl who never wore pants?’ But how wonderfully memorable 30 years from now, when they say, ‘Do you remember Gaga and her bubbles?’ Because, for a minute, everybody in that room will forget every sad, painful thing in their lives, and they’ll just live in my bubble world.”
ladygaga : Isn't it interesting how one singing voice is (while subjective), either good or bad. But a CROWD of people singing, ALWAYS sounds beautiful
· KingAlanI : @ladygaga another for the Lady Gaga Quotes file. :) probably why the concert experience can be so magical for such a wide variety of music
Modified lyrics in Imagine cover [editor’s note: it seems rare that a classic song is handled this well, even moreso with rearrangements such as this.]
"People of the nation, are you listening? It isn't equal if it's sometimes. I want a real democracy. Imagine all the people could love equally”
